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Andrew is one of the UK’s most sought after commercial mediators. Recognised as a leading mediator by Chambers and the Legal 500, he has a high success rate and is regularly instructed by leading London and national firms. A deal-maker and former top-ranked GC, he grasps key legal issues and commercial sensitivities quickly and has a knack for managing hostile parties, knocking heads together and driving the process through to settlement. The Legal 500 says ‘Andrew deals with mediations excellently; he has an excellent style, asks the right questions, and puts a good amount of work into the pre-mediation period and pre-meetings with the parties, which very much helps on the day’. 
Andrew has successfully mediated a wide range of contentious commercial cases, including Partnership/Shareholder, Probate, Family Business, Property, Professional Negligence, Insurance, Insolvency, Public Sector, Discrimination, Entertainment, Media, Arts & Sport, Copyright/IP & Reputation Management and he has mediated for the Court of Appeal. He also mediates highly charged commercial disputes, often involving high profile or high net worth individuals, Business Partners or Family Members, a subject he addresses in his dispute resolution chapter for STEP’s ‘Business Families & Family Businesses’ Handbook.
‘Andrew resolved the issues in one day, as opposed to months of arbitration. He understood the client’s needs and objectives, handled matters well… and was aware and proactive. Without him, we simply wouldn’t have got a deal’.  Solicitor, Insurance dispute

Early Mediation/Deal Brokering: With his background working in industry for over 20 years Andrew often mediates sensitive pre-action cases and is adept at getting relationships back on track and preventing problems escalating into litigation. He also brokers complex multi-party, multi-interest, multi-national negotiations and joint ventures.
‘Andrew is an unsung hero of our industry. We were facing an impasse that was capable of costing the film industry many millions. Through Andrew’s skills we were able to achieve in a matter of months what had eluded us in years of stalemate’. Iain Smith
According to Chambers, ‘Andrew offers unique experience, as an Entertainment, Sports & IP mediator’.  He was recently appointed by the British Film Commission to mediate and conclude the Film Industry’s ‘Terms of Trade’ between the Bectu Union and the Producers Guild for all high budget Hollywood Studio ‘blockbuster’ films shooting in the UK. Andrew mediates cases involving studios, broadcasters, film funds & HMRC, rights owners / estates, agents, managers, distributors, artists, financiers, sports organisations and event organisers,

sportsmen, brands and rock bands. He is a WIPO Mediator & Arbitrator, Sports Resolutions Mediator, IFTA Arbitrator, Expert Adjudicator and a Civil Mediation Council member.
‘Andrew did a fantastic job and I wouldn’t hesitate to use him again’. Solicitor, Joint Venture termination dispute
Mediation Style and Approach: engaging, pragmatic and proactive 
Andrew keeps mediations moving. He engenders trust and confidence and makes clients feel that the mediation will succeed. He is good at acting as bridge and buffer. Andrew cuts through complex legal and commercial issues and, according to Legal 500 ‘works hard to understand the emotional aspects of cases and clearly establish parties' trust; he is also very well prepared, thorough and quietly persuasive without resorting to browbeating'.

‘He is very good at making the client feel comfortable about mediating and instils confidence… We were particularly impressed with Andrew’s continued involvement after the mediation. This was excellent and resulted in agreement being reached. We would certainly recommend using him... He is a pleasure to work with.’ Solicitor, Brand dispute
Andrew practices independently, and through ‘In Place of Strife’. Before becoming a mediator, Andrew headed up legal and business departments for private and public organisations, resolving disputes and closing multi-party deals with UK and International partners. 
‘He has a knack for engaging with people. He is adept at handling fractious disputes and difficult personalities. He steers people past conflict without getting ruffled and goes the extra distance to help them settle and move on.’ Client, Media Dispute 

Background: 
After qualifying as a Solicitor in 1985 with Taylor Wessing, Andrew joined Mishcon de Reya, becoming a Partner at 28. At Channel 4, he was Head of Business Affairs and part of the management committee. He set up and ran the commercial side of FilmFour for five years. Andrew subsequently headed up business and legal divisions for companies like Momentum and executive produced for former client, Richard Attenborough. He has co-financed over 150 feature films, including ‘The King’s Speech’, ‘Motorcycle Diaries’ and ‘Trainspotting’. Accredited as a Mediator in 2006, Andrew is a member of the Civil Mediation Council, British Screen Advisory Council, Bafta, Royal Television Society, Law in Sport and the MCC.

Workshops, publications & coaching:  
Andrew runs dispute resolution training workshops including for MBL, Intellectual Property Office, Law Society, ICAEW and the Institute for Artists’ Estates. He writes extensively about mediation, including chapters in Lexis Nexis’ ‘Singapore International Arbitration’ and OUP’s ‘EU Mediation Law & Practice’ and features for British Airways’ Business Life, Law Society Gazette, Expert Witness, Spear’s, and the Centre for Legal Leadership. 
‘Thank you so very much for yesterday. We couldn’t have done it without you. Your ears would have burnt after you left with the praise for your brilliant help.’ Trustee, Charity
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